
 

 

 John Brown and the Midnight Cat 
Drama Queensland: Workshop Guide: Kirstie Cochrane 

About the book: John Brown is a gorgoeus English sheepdog who 
lives with and protects Rose -an elder. The story takes place in 
Australian country yesteryear. Everything is fine for John Brown, he 
loves Rose and then the peace and quiet is disturbed by a new cat. 



 

 

John Brown does not want to be friends with the cat. He tries to stop 
the changes that Rose makes around the house to welcome the cat. 
Then Rose becomes sick. What will John Brown do? 
 
Questions: Is there anyone else in the house? 
Where does the midnight cat come from? 
Why does John Brown not like the cat? 
What happened to Rose’s family? 
Why is the Dog called John Brown? 
Have you ever met a stranger? 
Have you ever given a stranger a chance to become a friend? 
 
 
Age Group:  Prep-Grade Five 
 
Time Needed: Three Hours (Can seperate into three sections) 
 
Issues: Friendship, changes to family, supporting loved ones. 
 
Resources needed- 
 
Pictures From Book 
 
Costumes (if possible black hair band with cat ears, furry rug, 
cardigan) 
Letter from Rose 
 
Drama Process  
 
Warm up:  Doggy who has the Bone? 
 
After a few turns of the game start to include stratergies to make it 
tricky for the Dog to protect their Bone. 
 
What rules could we bend to help the Dog, to help the cat? 
 
 
Set up Sparkle Chair and Freeze Contract 
 
1) Teacher in Role/ Mantle of Expert  



 

 

Children are Detectives, teacher is a client needing to know what 
happened to their Aunt. They have not been able to speak to her for 
two days and she lives way up in the country. They are not able to drive 
up to her place and where worried when she did not answer the phone. 
All they had where some artwork that she had sent down to them. What 
do you think is going on with Rose? 
 
2) Can they puzzle together an order for the pictures 
 
3) Freeze Frame the pictures, give a line to a character, then bring them 
to life (thirty seconds of action) 
 
4) Hot seat a character of the children’s choice 
 
5) Challenge:Dream sequence of narrative  
             Or    Tunnel of John Brown’s Thoughts in Opposition to Rose 
 
6) Letter from Rose-Students read sentence in the role of Rose 
 
7) a) Older group might like to jump into John Brown at war time 
         Bring to life the pictures in the pictures. 
    b) A younger group might like to role play daily life with Rose and 
Dog 
 
8) ‘Spotlight’ improvisation of the dog and cat conflict after the milk is 
tipped 
 
9) Scene where Rose pretends she is sick 
Get John Brown’s reaction -How can he help Rose? What can he do? 
Students act as John Brown in a simple forum Theatre. They decide 
outcome. 
 
Glossary 
Mantle of Expert: 
 
Teacher In Role 
 
Sparkle Seat 
 
Freeze Contract 



 

 

 
Forum Theatre 
 
Tunnel of Thoughts 
 
Spotlight 
 
Hot Seat 
 
Freeze Frame 


